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COR.VETTE', n., 1. Naut. A war vessel ranking in the old salling
navies next below a frigate, and having usually only one tier of
guns. 2. Brlt. and Canadian navi.s. A highly maneuverable escort
vessel smaller than ¢ destroyer, armecd with anti-submarine and
anti-aircralft guns, and only lightly armored.

. -+ . liebster's New Collegiate Dictionary, 2nd edition.
vhich came first, ¢cneral Motors or the Navy Department?

Hot tonic of most conversations in the ilotor City a few weeks ago

mas the sudden appearance of 100 billboards which featured a stylized
car fender and the wording "Testa....V-3 powcred.' Yas o new company
with radical concepts on the scene? No, just an enterprising adver-
tising executive vho wanted to test the cffectiveness of the bill-
boards!i!!

HORSEFQO™IIR RACE RETURNS!!

They're of f and running agein in the horsepower race. Chrysler
took the lead with its 410 hp engines which will be available in
PLYMOUTHS and Dodges sturting in May,

Up to this time, the honors —went to General Motor's Checvrolct
division which boasted a 409 hp engine. Ford and Chryslcr were in
a two-way tic —ith 405 hp enginecs,

A fer years ago, the Aubtomobi le Manufacturers Association
adopted a resolution de-cmphasizing spced and horseporer. This went
very well during the recession pcriod of 1959-60, but whcen auto
makers sam the trend in 1961 wasg Tor top-of-the-linc models, —ith
extra power and equipment, therc was some hasty rcvision of this
thinking.

Spced and porer arce still not quite cqual to cconomy and com-
pacts in somc quarters, But it's bccoming obvious that if the moncy
is availablec, American car buyers —ant ecxtra powcr and accessories,
Gas savings and price are sccondary to a large group of drivars ~ho
like, and like to talk about, thelr car performancc,

Chrysler's no~ engince comes in two versions - one with a com-
pression ratio of 11 to 1, and the other 13.5 to 1. The latter nceds
fucl with a rating of from 110 to 130 octanc, or a spceial racing
fucl, This nced for a high quality fucl ~as onc of thc main rcasons
that the highcr compression ratios and the hp racc —as abandoncd, or
at lecast slowed do'm, in the first place, Chryasler Coronxroetion ig a
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not unlikely lcader in this povor drive. The company as onc of the
first to start a hp race in its compact cditions by upngrading its
101l-hp Valiant to an optional 148. It was during this period that
Chevroleot incrcascd its Corvair hp from 80 to an optional 95, and Ford
announced plans for an optional 100 horscs from its Faleon, up from 90,
Latcr Ford raised its Falcon's povor to 128 and so on, Ford 18 no™ §n
the big race ~ith t~o new high-performance ¢ ngines for its Mercury
Montercy. Once of these is cquipped =ith t hrce two-barrel carburctors
and is ratecd at 405 hp.

~ Chrysler's new ongine, mentioned above, is called "Super Stock
413" and ~ill be optional cquipment in 1962 Plymouths beginning in May.

FACTS: '
- The most exponsive ear in the U. 9. is reputcd to be a $53,000
Rolls-Roycc Phantom V ith a Henri Shiopron body dosigned by 0. I*, Rivers.
This literally palatial machine, ~hish ~on scecond prize at the 1961
Pebble Beach Concours d' Elegance, is o nad by Mr. and Mrs. Martin
iartyn of Beoverly Hills. According to Lucius Beebe, —ho koeps track

of such things, "Mrs. Martyn daily and porsonally dusts the cxterior
~ith imperial sablc pclts.”

ADVANCE SCOOP?

All 1965 model U. S. cars =ill bec equippcd ith Amber Lights for
front turn signals, according to the Automobilc Manufacturcrs Associa-
tion. Resecarch has indlcated that the amber gignals can be secn morc
rcadily through hcadlight glare.

RESEARCH:

DisBurbed about the TAX BITE at the gas pump? It might surprisc
(cven if 1t docsn't soothe) you to knov that U. 5. taxes on gasolinc
arc among thc lovest in the world. U, S. and Statc taxcs no ™ average
about 40% of the rctuil price of gasocline., West German taxes total
60%. In Japan they arc 106%, in Groat Britain 141%, in Italy 245%,
and in France a staggering 333%. No wondor they figure their mpg
closecly abroad!!!

AUTO REPAIRS:

We have some trade figurcs for the vear 1960 which slov some inter-
csting sidelights on the most prolific source of "troubles' «ith
passcnger car cngines, These figurecs come from 37,496 dealers (both
forcign and domestic) and 103,724 independent rcpair shops.

No. Spark Plugs replacecd 166.53 million
to. Breaker Points replaced 58«50 t
Mo, Condensers replaced 19.20 *
No. Valves replaced 15.87 M
Mo, Hydraulic Lifters replaced 4,40 "
No., Pistong renlaccd 1.68 i
No. Rod Insertg reolaced 1.58 *

5 : ¥ il
No. Main Inserts rcplaced 1.44
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"AMERICA'S DEADLIEST WEAPON"
The aAutomobile

(or)

"AMERICA'S wORST ENEMY!
The Careless Driver

In the 189-ycar history of the United States there have becn
clght major wars vhich took a terrible toll o young men. A Civil var
General once remarked, "wor is Hell™, But our encmics and their wea-
pons of destruction cannot mateh the censeless glaughter that has becen
vrought by the automobile and the ¢ urcless driver bohind the *heel,
The dead and injured from traffic accidents xe far grcater than the
men klilled and vounded on the fields of battle. More amoricans have
been killed in 48 ycars of automobile traffic than in all the major
vars sinec our history boegan. Want proof? Here it is:

TOTAL DEATHS IN BATTLE TOTAL DEATHS IN TRAFFIC
1775 =~ 1954 1613 - 1961
600,000 1,330,000
DEATHS KOREAN WAR DEATHS ON U.S. HIGHwWAYS
1950 - 1953 1950 =~ 1953
33,000 - 110,000
DEATHS SPANISH- DEATHS - A LABOR DAY
AMERICAN wAR WEEKEND
375 500
TOTAL KILLED AND wOUNDED TOTAL KILLED AND INJURED
ALL wAR3, 1775 - 1954 ON U.S. HwYS, ONE YEAR ONLY!

1,858,000 3,116,000
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March 10th, 1962, was another big day in the Northern California
Corvectte Associantion. Rc: Haster Seals Socicty of Alamcda County.
Twenty-six storming Corvecttes merc at Jack London Square in Oakland
bright and carly for a "Kick-off" brecakfast before starting out on the
to'm disbributing ccin containers for thc Easter Seals Drive, TV's
Channel 2 gilving us duc publicity for a good causc. Promptly at noon,
President Ron Craven blasted off right before the ecameras thru a large
sign dccorated lith the Easter Sceals emblem, folloved closcly by last
yoar's President Jack Riis ith the remaining 24 cars right on thelr
heels. Distribution of the contalners ~ent as amooth aa the irend on
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the rear wheels of a trophy-winning dragster. The ™eary (and unweary)
workcrs uncannily scnscd o get-together after comvleting their mise
sions at the Anchor Inn. Suds arnd food dispensed casually, vhile
listening to rild and tall talcs ench onc cxperienced on their trips
throughout the county. Bubt don't forget, e have an appointment for
return trips to plek up thosc containers on anril 28th. (Morc on
this at the moctings.) But a heartwarming thonks has been extcended
to those "workcr-bees" who mcre illing to prove that the NCCA can be
counted on. It mas UNofficilally roported that e more ercditcd with
distribution of over 2,000 containcrs on that bright znd sunny day.
Hero's hoping e can pick them all up, FULL.

By now, most of you vho particirited in the "Fourth Annual Sports
Car Rally" at Winncmucca, Nevada, last year have rcceived your invita-
tions for the "Fifth Annual 8ports Car Rally" at the same place. This
year it's scheduled for the 26th and 27th of May (just 1n casc you
haven't reccived word). As usual, it should be a real bang-up affair
if anything can be judged by past expcrience. A high-spcced autocross,
short coursc, and Concours d' Elegance, not to farget the rally on the
way up there. This "cckend (affcectionately ¥no™n ag "Winnemucca') has
been talked about throughout the ycar, and hos alveays becen knovn as a
real "Pleasure-Bendcr', Priccs haw gone up this year, so start saving
your pennies. Sparc literatwe should be availablc at a forthcoming
mecting. Hovever, thoso who ™ish to may ~rite dircetly to: Humbolt
County Chamber of Commerce, Nixon Bldg., “inncmucca, Nevada.
Bvents are schedulcd as follows:

Rally Saturday, May 26th, Evening
Two-mile time trials Sunday, May 27th, 9:00 A.k,
Gymkkhana (autocross) Sunday, May 27th, 2:00 P.l.
Concours d' wlegancc Monday, May 28th, 10:00 A.M.
HUMNOR? |
Doctor: "ihy do you have that TFP286 tattooed 4n yar back?"

Paticnt: "That's not tattoosd, that's where my |wifc ran into me
vhile I was opcning the garagce door!li

If there is anything you see, hcar, think, or have ideas 'bugt,
just lick that stamp, ond send it to me. Neced an address? Here it
is: 2347 Barry Strcet, Napa, California.
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FROM THL FPRISIDENT:

N.C.C.A, recently received a letter from t-e Chevrolet-Oakland
division of G.M. to the eflret that socme of our members are sbusing
the club partes dircount srarted hy some Sriovrolet dealers,

A3 there may be scme doubt shout thie Adlscount, hereis the

whole story;

Chevy dealevrs arc indrunordont mevehants and their decision to
cooverate witk this type of <iscounting is onptional. Some parths,
when discounted 28% from the =ale pricc, would brine the vwrice

below the cost mrice te the dealer,

Wrhen you avre buyire perts, i you ask for = discount and are
turne? “own, don't roice the r)ﬁL...it ma” he that thig dealer
doesn't srant a disconnt, Chect wit™ other de~lers and usc your
own Judgment,

biaster Seals,....

Thmnk@...ﬁinoerelyq..to t“r nine c¢lub cars and helnful £riends
who picked up faster Seale contihinere Saturday, Thev did a whale of
a 2ood job and did the work of thr : times as many members, As
tlrelr reward, they splashed into 2 gres¢ swimuineg party rraclously
given by 2ill an? LaVerne Roehor, quy, many thanks to Bill and
LaVerne, too.

Needless to say, the bLaster Seals reoresentative was not irm=
pressed by the voor show to help out our dharity., We weren't

either.

Lty pverqmﬁ+ron for the subscguent mob of club members at the
Roebers!' beautiful nocl, N,C.C.4. bousht a full kee of heer and two
cases of chips. It wee lots of fu“...bat we had to call in a local
police department to helo us polish off the kog.

Newh Tdime, borswisinsssnins

Ron

Sec yon in the next edition,

BEi1l Kendall






